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Make a Joyful Noise 
 

November 30  

 

“Joy to the World” (v2) 

“Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.” 
 

“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior,  
and my hope is in you all day long.” Psalm 25:5 

 
 

My mother once said, “Don’t buy us anything for Christmas. We have everything we 

need, and if we want something, we can buy it for ourselves.” 

Good advice, Mother, but it’s easier said than done. We see all of the ads for at least a 

month before Christmas. It’s everywhere: catalogs, newspapers, TV ads, make yours the 

perfect Norman Rockwell Christmas. But alas, in the real Christmas scene, Grandpa slurps his 

soup and spills a spoonful of candied yams on his new shirt. Grandma starts crying. Junior got 

plain red flannel pajamas, not the buffalo plaid he asked for. The turkey doesn’t look picture 

perfect. 

Can we stop being disappointed and rest safely in the arms of Jesus this year? I am 

trying. 

It’s easy to slip into depression at this time of the year. Jesus must be shedding a few 

tears when He sees what we have done in his “honor”. Instead of longing for things to be 

perfect, can we have hearts of gratitude? Thank God for what we have instead of wishing for 

more? 

 

Elaine Babcock 
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Ellendale 

  



Make a Joyful Noise 
 
December 1    
 
“Joy to the World” (v1) 

 
“Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king 

Let every heart prepare him room 

And Heaven and nature sing 

And Heaven and nature sing 

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.” 
 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and sing praises.” Psalm 98:4 

 
 

My favorite part of the Christmas season is the music. Though, I do think the day after 
Thanksgiving is a bit early to start playing Christmas music on the radio, more than likely if you 
see me driving in my car or cooking/cleaning and home you will catch me singing along! When 
we start to sing Christmas hymns at church I love to hear the congregation sing "Joy to the 
World" or "O Come, All Ye Faithful". There's such a sense of anticipation and happiness. 
 

Christmas can be a busy time and as I've gotten older, the excited anticipation for 
Christmas can often be dampened by all that "has" to be done. Schedules can be hectic as we 
try to fit in shopping, decorating, concerts, work, church and family.  My prayer for Christmas 
each year is that I never forget the excitement of Christmas. May the music of the season bring 
you joy throughout Advent.  
 

Thanks be to God for family, music and the birth of Jesus! 
 
Holly Froehlich 
Montpelier Lutheran Church 
 

  



Make a Joyful Noise 

December 2    
 

“Hark the Herald Angels Sing”  (v1) 

“Hark! the herald angels sing 
“Glory to the new born king, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’ angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new born King!”” 
 
“Oh sing to the Lord a new song; 

sing to the Lord, all the earth!” Psalm 96:1 
 

Advent is a time of celebrating pending arrivals.  For His church, that celebration is the 

arrival of Jesus.  We all know the story of Jesus not arriving among us with parades and royal 

fanfare, but as a baby wrapped in rags in a lowly manger.  Born to an ordinary woman with 

extraordinary strength and a loving and incredibly understanding father!  Yet, a joyful noise was 

sent out to all who could hear.  Angels proclaiming the birth of a King.  The King of Kings.   

We share in making these joyful noises ourselves.  Perhaps a bit out of tune, but joyful 

nonetheless.  I remember when I was an early teen and our church youth group had the honor 

(or as I thought of it, was tasked) with traveling to several homes and assisted living facilities to 

give the simple gift of Christmas carols.  I couldn’t believe I had to do this.  What if my cool 

friends saw me singing Christmas carols.  Reputations had been ruined by lesser missteps! 

But after the first stop, I found I didn’t want to try and tuck myself into the back row and 

blend in.  The faces of those folks we sang for absolutely radiated.  Particularly in the assisted 

living facilities.  Our elders embraced our non-choir like attempts to spread Christmas cheer and 

to celebrate this time of impending arrival.  Often joining in the glorious and joyful noise we were 

making.  I even found that when we kicked in with my favorite Christmas song, Away in a 

Manger, I was sharing my gift with a huge smile on my face.  After all, I had a new reputation to 

uphold.  That of a giver. 

 

Chris Flann  
Trinity Lutheran Church, Jamestown  



Make a Joyful Noise 
 
December 3    
 

“Angels We have Heard on High” (v1) 

 

“Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’re the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!” 
 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!”” Luke 2:13-14 
 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” is my absolute favorite Christmas hymn to sing!  I 
especially love singing the refrain:  Glo--o-o-o-o---o---o-o-o-o—o---o-o-o-o---o--- ri---a!!!  I close 
my eyes and imagine singing with the multitude of the heavenly angels as they sing and praise 
God!  
 

On the night Jesus was born, I wonder what those shepherds must have thought? I 
wonder how dark it was? I wonder if the stars were shining brightly as these sleepy shepherds 
were sitting out on the hills, protecting and watching their flocks of sheep?  I wonder what it 
sounded like when all of a sudden, the night sky was filled with angels upon angels - a multitude 
of heavenly angels covering the sky as they were praising God and saying:  “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased! 
 

Can you just imagine this awesome site? Wow! It just makes me want to make a joyful 
noise and sing…  

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’re the plains,  
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains 

Glo---------ria, in excelsis Deo! 
                                                     Glo---------ria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

What a glorious way to praise God and welcome the birth of Jesus- Emmanuel “God is 
with us”, the Word made flesh, Son of God, Prince of Peace, the light of the World, God’s gift of 
love for all!  
 
 
Pastor Linda J. Schauer  
Zion Lutheran Church, Kulm  



Make a Joyful Noise 

December 4    
 
“Go tell it on the Mountain”  (v2) 
 
“The shepherds feared and trembled 
when lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior’s birth. 
Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills, and ev'rywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born.” 
 

“Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it 
 Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy.” Psalm 98: 7-8 
 

Call me a dumb farm kid. I embrace that title and wear it as a badge of honor. I grew up 
on a family farm east of Edgeley. We raised beef cattle, sheep and small grains. My grandfather 
Milt and my dad Richard taught me how our Norwegian ancestors and Montana relatives raised 
sheep. 

 
The bleating sound of a baby lamb calling for its ewe mother may sound like stress to 

some, but it is a joyful noise to me because it ties me to my ancestors, shepherds everywhere 
and our Great Shepherd. 
 

I was a shepherd who would help a baby lamb find its mother so it could nurse, be 
protected and find comfort, love and warmth. The sight of a lambie shaking its tail while nursing 
is more joyful to me than the bleating sound. 
 

When Jesus was born in a manger, angels appeared above shepherds who were 
watching their flocks by night; the angels joyfully sang songs hailing our Savior’s birth. The 
shepherds feared and trembled. The angels told the shepherds to have no fear, to rejoice and to 
“Go Tell It On The Mountain” – one of my favorite songs as a child and now as a shepherd with 
gray hair. 
 

Talking with Jesus has always filled me with comfort, love, warmth and joy. As the 
farmer shepherds that I grew up with comforted their flocks, so Jesus comforts his flock. I will 
joyfully tell it in the Coteau Hills and everywhere. Make some noise with me. 
 
Roy Musland 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
  



Make a Joyful Noise 
 
December 5    
 

“Do you hear what I hear?”  (v2) 

 

“Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy 
Do you hear what I hear? (Do you hear what I hear?) 
Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy 
Do you hear what I hear? (Do you hear what I hear?) 
A song, a song high above the trees 
With a voice as big as the sea 
With a voice as big as the sea” 
 

 “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord.”” Luke 2: 8-11 
 

As I read this Bible verse I remembered a song we sang in my Sunday School Christmas program: 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, 

The Angel of the Lord came down, And glory shone around. 

“Fear not” said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind; 

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind” (V1) 

 

“to you, in David’s town, this day, is born of David’s line 

A savior, who is Christ the Lord; and this shall be the sign: 

the heav’nly babe there shall find to human view displayed, 

All meanly wrapped in swaddling clothes and in a manager laid”. (V2) 

Do you hear what I hear? Excited children, people rushing here and there, Salvation Army bell ringers, 

cantata concerts, Sunday School Christmas programs and having the Christmas story read from the book 

of Luke. 

Let us celebrate Christ’s birth, give thanks for his death, rejoice in his resurrection, and share in his eternal 

peace. Amen 

 

Fern Sukut 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Gackle  



Make a Joyful Noise 

December 6    
 
 

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”  (v1) 

 

“It came upon a midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, 
To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, 
From heaven’s all-gracious King. 
”The world in solemn stillness lay, 
To hear the angels sing.” 
 

“The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.” Zephaniah 3:17 
 
 
 Make a joyful noise!  

 We have all heard the phrase that actions speak louder than words, are we just saying 

that we put our trust in the Lord or are our actions bursting out with joy to show that we trust in 

the Lord? 

 The hymn “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” speaks of a world in solemn stillness that 

can hear the angelic voices, our world these days seems to be anything but still. We need to be 

actively listening for the heavenly choirs to show us the beauty of God’s creation and be calmed 

from this world’s distractions. 

 The book of Zephaniah begins with end of the world depictions and being cut off from 

God, however in verse 3:17 we find that if we trust in the Lord, he will save us from the trials and 

tribulations to come, calming our fears, and He will rejoice in us just as the angelic choirs did 

over a weary earth all of those years ago. 

 This Advent we should challenge ourselves to not only sing praises but also let our 

actions burst outward with joyful noises to bring peace and goodwill to all! 

Philip Hofmann 
English Lutheran Church, Medina 
  



Make a Joyful Noise 
December 7    
 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (v3) 

“Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above! 
Glory to God In the highest: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord.” 
 

“I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
I will sing praise to my God while I have being.”   Psalm 104:33 

 
What is the origin of music?  It came from God!  It was given to man at the moment of 

creation when ‘the morning stars sang together’.  We read in scripture that God surrounds 
himself with angelic choirs and the songs of the redeemed sinners.  A heavenly choir of angels 
sang at the birth of Christ, after the angel finished delivering his heavenly announcement to a 
special group of shepherds. Luke tells us, ‘Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
host praising God singing, ‘Glory to God in the highest! And on earth peace to the people with 
whom he is pleased’.   

How long the enormous chorus lasted, we do not know. The air itself was the music of 
the angels.  Gloria would ring in the ears of those who heard the angels.  We are told to sing to 
the Lord’ O you saints’ and ‘praise his holy name’.  The purpose of music was, and is, to praise 
God.  Music connects with us on a level nothing else does, and for that reason, people have 
always recognized a divine power and spirituality to music.   

We also see that an appreciation of the songs recorded in the Bible provides a fuller 
understanding of a greater story:  God claiming the hearts of people from every culture and walk of life to 
become part of His song in Heaven.  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, break forth into joyous 
song and sing praises!  Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre and the sound of melody!  With trumpets 
and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the king, the Lord!   

Psalm 98 goes on to describe the sea roaring, the rivers clapping their hands, and the 
hills breaking forth in song.  Can you picture all of creation joining together in noisy worship of 
God?  A joyful noise is a bold declaration of God’s glorious name and nature, with shouts, 
clapping and outward expressions of praise.  A joyful noise begins within a pure heart and 
radiates upward to be expressed in ways to honor God.  He commands us to thank Him 
because we need to be thankful.   

He also commands us to make a joyful noise because we need to express joy to Him.  
God’s requirements are never made from His need, but for our good.  When the fruit of the Spirit 
dominates our lives, we cannot help but express it—and part of that fruit is joy.  We should find 
such joy and excitement in Him that we cannot contain it.  Musical talent has nothing to do with 
it.  When the focus of our heart is God and his greatness, our noise is a sweet sound to His 
ears.   

Do not reject the opportunity to make a joyful noise unto the Lord.  So, come all ye faithful!  Sing 
in exultation!  Sing glory to God in the highest!  Make a joyful noise!  Sing to the Lord as long as you live; 
sing praise to your God while you have being. 

 
Jean Hanson 
Atonement Lutheran Church, Jamestown.  



The Savior Reigns 
 
December 8    
 
“Wait for the Lord” 

 

“Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!” 

 

“…God, provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” 1 Timothy 6:17b 

 

Waiting.  How much of our life do we spend waiting?  And what do we do while we wait? 

We wait for Christmas, for guests to arrive, for test results at the doctor, for report cards, 

for vacations, for arrival (the phrase Are we there yet comes to mind. 

And what do we do?  We wonder what we might receive as a gift for example; or review 

the test questions and hope and pray we got a good grade.  We fret and worry-what if I have a 

dreaded disease? Will my insurance cover the costs of treatment? Or we exaggerate in our 

daydreaming or question.  Is Jesus really the King who will save us? 

How many times is the word “wait” used in the Bible?  Well it is over 100.   It depends 

which version you are using but 154 in the King James Version.  It plays a large role in the 

Advent season. 

Think of the years, the generations that the Israelites, the Jewish people waited.  It is 

difficult to fault them for expecting someone of royalty.  Instead they got a big surprise!  Jesus, a 

lowly baby who came to earth, grew up and in a few years of teaching and preaching, sacrificed 

his life for each of us to have eternal salvation.   

Now that was worth the wait! 

 

Deb Elhard 
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Ellendale 
 

 

  



The Savior Reigns 

December 9    
 
“Silent Night” (v3) 

“Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar  
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born! Christ the Saviour is born!” 
 

“This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.” 1 John 4:10 
 
 

God’s love comes down to us. God is the source of all love and generously shares that 

love with all of creation. That is a very good thing. It benefits all of us. After our human rebellion 

in eating of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, there was a problem. We had 

rejected God’s love and sought to go our own way. No matter how hard we tried, we could not 

measure up or earn our way back into God’s good standing. Imagine how distressing it would 

be for a child to realize that the hoped for presents under a tree would always be out of reach. 

God gives presents generously and it was God’s good will to enter our world as the best present 

of all: Jesus.  

Christ the savior is born! and he comes as the way to make things right with God. The 

Son comes to be the sacrifice for our rebellion. Christ comes to open the path for God’s love to 

continue to be known throughout the whole world. This is love- true love- that Jesus is born for 

us. Our sins are wiped away and our faces shine with the light of heavenly glory.  

 

Rev. Erik Weber 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Jamestown and English Lutheran Church, Medina 
 
  



The Savior Reigns 
 
December 10    
 
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” (v6) 

 
“Though an Infant now we view Him, 
He shall fill His Father’s throne, 
Gather all the nations to Him; 
Every knee shall then bow down: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King.” 
 

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”” 
Isaiah 52:7 
 

This sixth verse from "Angels we have Heard on High" is very much a prophesy. As an 
infant, Jesus, it was prophesized, would fill his father's throne. Along the same lines, the verse 
from Isaiah 52 tells us that he would also proclaim salvation for all believers. Imagine the 
anticipation and hopefulness that would have been generated. 

In addition, the reference to "Gather all the nations to him" is something to ponder as our 
modern world has, in part, drifted away from that request. We need to become peacemakers, as 
Jesus was, and through our actions bring out the good in ourselves and others. In verse 6, the 
invitation to come and worship is open to everyone. It is a calling to share good tidings with 
others some of whom you may not even know. God reigns and through sending his son he 
reinforced the fact that he loves us so much that he would send Jesus to die for our sins. So, 
during Advent and at all times of the year let's come and worship the king who made the 
ultimate sacrifice, his life, so that we could be saved. 

Jerry Dally 
Montpelier Lutheran Church 
 
  



The Savior Reigns 
December 11    
 
“Angels We Have Heard on High” (v3) 

“Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him Whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee, 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!” 
 

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 
Matthew 28:18 
 

One thing I like about driving at night in the winter happens when my vehicle is the only 

one on the road. I can pull over to the shoulder and step out to look at the night sky, away from 

the lights of town. On a clear night, the stars fill the sky. The longer I watch, the more my eyes 

adjust to the darkness and the more stars I see. The vastness of the heavens is punctuated by 

twinkling and pulsing reds and oranges, blues and whites. Lights from distant stars reveal a sky 

that differs from what I usually see in the daytime. 

After the resurrection, Jesus stands with his disciples on the mountain in Galilee and 

tells them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matthew 28:18). Jesus 

is the one entrusted with the power to draw all the earth, everything we see in the daytime, into 

faithful relationship with God. Jesus is the savior whose reign draws the vastness of the 

heavens, everything beyond our comprehension, into community with God the creator of all life. 

In this Advent season, we wait with anticipation for Jesus, our savior, to come. We pray, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. The hymn, “Angels We Have 

Heard on High”, calls us to envision the night of Jesus’ birth when the vastness of the heavens 

shone with a light brighter than the noontime sun. Angels fill the heavens, singing glory to God 

in the highest heaven. Angels announce the birth of Jesus who enters our world as an 

unassuming infant, yet who carries all authority in heaven and on earth.  

May the birth of Christ the lord, the newborn king, assure you of your place as a beloved 

child of God, drawn into faithful relationship with God and into community with all that has life 

and breath in God’s creation. 

 

Rev. Kristi Weber 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Jamestown   



The Savior Reigns 

December 12    
 
“Unto Us a Boy is Born” (v1) 

 

“Unto us a boy is born! 
The King of all creation, 
Came he to a world forlorn, 
The Lord of ev'ry nation.” 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And 
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  
Isaiah 9:6 
 
 

Lord God, heavenly father, on this season of Advent, we wait and prepare for our very 

special gift, the birth of Jesus, to be born in the manger. We thank you for having Jesus to 

protect the earth. We are so thankful that we have a special Lord that we can pray, trust, and 

worship Him. We believe, and we have faith to trust in Him! The birth of Jesus Christ makes us 

feel joyful!  

We light up four Advent candles because Jesus gives us Peace, Hope, Love, and Joy. 

When Christmas arrives, we light up the Christ candle to worship Jesus Christ, the 

newborn king. We thank you for the light to shine upon us. 

We thank you for creating the earth and Heaven so we have a wonderful life on earth, 

until one day when you come and take us to our heavenly home.  In Jesus' name we pray, 

Amen. 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 

his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.”  

Justin Terjesen  

Zion Lutheran Church, Kulm 

 
  



The Savior Reigns 

December 13    

 
“We Three Kings” (v3) 

 

“Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain 
Gold I bring to crown Him again 
King forever, ceasing never 
Over us all to reign 
O Star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to Thy perfect light.” 
 

“Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord Almighty—he is the King of glory.”  Psalm 24:10 
 
 

Imagine, if you will, three kings who have traveled hundreds of miles on camel back, 
looking for a particularly important person. Did they know that this king was a baby? They knew 
He was someone special as they followed the bright star to him. I think they were surprised and 
awed by the sight of a small baby, born in a manger who would reign over us all forever. 
 
Lona Batie 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Jamestown. 
  



The Savior Reigns 

December 14    
 
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” (v2) 

 

“Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne.” 
 

“For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; it is he who will save 
us.” Isaiah 33:22 
 
 

We live in a world longing for hope and healing. Using the words from verse 2 of the 
hymn – “Come Long Expected Jesus”, “born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King.” 
we can find hope and healing knowing that - though he came in humility, he reigns with power, 
and his gracious kingdom is still being made known in hearts willing to receive him. 
 

We are not left to navigate life alone. Christ reigns within us by his eternal spirit, lifting us 
by his all-sufficient merit to share in his glory. Let us live today with confidence, not in our 
strength, but in the power of the one who rules with justice, saves with mercy, and reigns in love 
forever. 

 
 
Robin Iszler 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Gackle 
  



Blessings Flow 

December 15    
 
“Joy to the World” (v3) 

“No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found Far as the curse is found 
Far as, far as, the curse is found.” 
 

“And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:19 
 

This passage made me visualize a babbling brook. In brooks, streams, rivers and most 

flowing waters, there aren’t a lot of thorns or sharp things. Lots of times, what the water is 

flowing over has been smoothed by the flowing waters endlessly moving over it. Are we letting 

God’s blessings flow over our lives? Flow and make smooth spaces where sin and sorrow 

cannot grow because we are listening to God and allowing the love that is promised to us on the 

cross to endlessly flow over us. Are we smooth spaces where sin and sorrow cannot grow? Are 

we allowing God to supply for our every need according to His riches? God sent Jesus to the 

cross so we could live life abundantly in Him. He wants His love and blessings to flow over us, 

everywhere, far as the curse is found. Let us all be a babbling brook with God’s endless love 

flowing over us. Let us be open to the love that Jesus has for us so sin and sorrow cannot infest 

our ground.  

 

Kendra Behm 
English Lutheran Church, Medina 
 
  



Blessings Flow 
 

December 16    
 
“Away in the Manger” (v3) 

“Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.” 
 

“For I will pour out water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my 
Spirit on your offspring And My blessing on your descendants.” Isaiah 44:3 
 
 

As I read the song verse and the bible verse for today, my first thought was of children.  
We are all God’s children.  We want a relationship with God that includes hope and forgiveness.  
Like in Isaiah 44:3, we all thirst for the Lord’s Spirit to come to us and bless us. 
 

Everyday life takes a toll on our faith.  I know I am guilty of just ‘doing’ and becoming 
immersed in my daily activity.  It’s when I take the time to reflect on my day that I finally 
appreciate all that I have accomplished, and I thank God for being by my side as I did my job 
and giving me grace as I interacted with clients. 
 

This advent season, my prayer to all is this:  Dear God, I ask for your comforting 
presence and protection as we live out each day.  Pour out your Spirit and bless all your 
children.  Amen. 
 
 
LeAnn Fuchs 
Atonement Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
 
  



Blessings Flow 

December 17    
 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (v3) 

 

“How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of His heav'n. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive Him still, 
the dear Christ enters in.” 
 

“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.” Matthew 5:12 
 

As Christians we are to be happy! Not only do we receive abundant gifts from God 
including forgiveness of sins, but we also have the blessing of an eternal home in heaven. 
 

Daily, no matter how I feel or how my day is going, I take time thank God for my 
blessings. Blessings include spiritual, physical, family, financial or relational. Most of the time, 
the requests are related to blessings on earth. It is easy to forget about spiritual and heavenly 
blessings. 
 

Heaven is a blessing. Heaven is a dwelling place of rest free from earthly hardship. 
Heaven is a place of dining and fellowship at God’s table. Heaven is filled with joy and 
celebration with reunion with saved loved ones. Heaven is endless, timeless, infinite, and 
eternal. 
 

Rejoice and be glad this Advent season. Daily thank our Heavenly Father for all the 
blessing you have in Jesus, including the blessing of heaven. We have a home in heaven 
awaiting us and that is why we should be the happiest people on earth! 
 
Joan Enderle, 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
  



Blessings Flow 

December 18    
 
“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” (v3) 

 

“To Israel, your servant blest, your help is ever sure; 
the promise to our parents made their children will secure. 
Sing glory to the Holy One, give honor to the Word, 
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, one God, by all adored.” 
 

“O taste and see that the Lord is good;  

How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!” Psalm 34:8 

 

My Grammy’s house always smelled like baking bread. She baked, fresh homemade 

bread weekly. Then she blessed her neighbors and friends with what she had made. The best 

blessing was for those of us in the house when she was baking. We got to smell the bread 

baking. We got to anticipate what would come next. We were the ones who got the first taste. 

When the loaves came out of the oven, she would always say, “Let’s taste it and see if it’s 

good.” It was always good!  

This verse from the Psalms is quoted in our Communion liturgy where we taste the 

goodness of the God’s mercy, forgiveness, and love. Long ago a promise of God’s help for 

God’s people was made. Each week around the table we witness the fulfilment of that promise. 

God blesses us abundantly through the bread and the wine – the body and blood of Jesus. We 

taste the sweetness of a promise kept. We find refuge in God’s grace and faithfulness. Perhaps 

even more miraculously the blessings flow again and again and again. Again, the wine is 

poured. Again, the bread is broken. Again, the promise is spoken – this is the body of Christ 

given FOR YOU. This is the blood of Christ shed FOR YOU. We are fed and forgiven and 

invited to come back again, to be blessed again. Then we are sent out to share this blessing 

with the world.  

 

Rev. Susan Haukaas 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
  



Blessings Flow 

December 19    
 
“From Heaven Above” (v4) 

“The blessing that the Father planned 
the Son holds in his infant hand 
that in his kingdom, bright and fair 
you may with his glory share.” 
 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” James 1:17 
 

All gifts come down from God. He planned all of these things to share his love with us. 
To show us how he loves us, so that we can love others in the same way.  

Blessings flow from God, through Christ to us. We are all blessed to know God, and 
have him as part of our life.  

God's love and forgiveness are his greatest gifts to us. Jesus is also a gift to us, sent to 
remind us of God's love and forgiveness, as well as to take on our sins.  

God's gifts and promises are unwavering and stand true. They are there for us to lean 
into, they can help us believe and understand.  

It can be easy to take these things for granted, or to just gloss over them, because we 
hear it so often. But we should try to take time to think about the simplicity of God's promises 
and gifts to us, and truly attempt to appreciate them. 

 

Abram Valenta  
Montpelier Lutheran Church  
 
 
  



Blessings Flow 

December 20    
 
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” (v1) 

 

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 
 

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8 
 

We are so blessed in the United States and North Dakota.  It is easy to take those 
blessings for granted.  But we need to remember that, as the hymn points out, all blessings 
come from God.  At times we can be frustrated, because we don't always understand what 
God's plans for us are.  And we need to remember that God's plans are often long term, while 
our needs/wants are often short term.  Also, we need to remember that what we want may be in 
conflict with others wants/needs.  Finally, viewing the last two lines of the hymn, praise God for 
whatever blessing come to us, and remember, the blessing come on God's time, not ours.   

Blessings to all of us at this precious time of the year! 

 

Bob Toso 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
  



Blessings Flow 

December 21    
 
“Count Your Blessings” (refrain) 

“Count your blessings, name them one by one; 
Count your blessings, see what God hath done; 
Count your blessings, name them one by one; 
Count your many blessings, see what God hath done.” 
 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 
the people whom he has chosen as his heritage.” Psalm 33:12 

 
 

BLESSINGS FLOW… 
These are the thoughts and prayers from Zion’s Wednesday evening SWAG (Saved With 
Amazing Grace) Kids Club (ages 4 to 10 years old) as they learned this old song: “Count your 
blessings, name them one by one…” 
 

Thank you, God, for these blessings that the SWAG kids named one by one! 
The SWAG kids said “Thank you for”…  

• 1.  GOD; 2. JESUS; 3. GOD’S WORD- the BIBLE; 4. Mom and Dad, brothers and 
sisters, grandmas and grandpas, my relatives; 5. Church; 6. Pastor; 7. Friends; 8. My 
wiggly tooth and cousins; 9. My family and awesome parks 10. God and “Pickles”; 11. 
People who are kind and invite me to play with them!; 12. People that serve or served in 
the armed forces. And people that died for us;13. Thank you, God, for EVERYTHING!!! 

 
“Count your blessings, see what God hath done…” 

     The Zion 6th- 7th Confirmation class, is thankful for what God has done… 

• 1. God created everything!  

• 2. God gave us His only Son, Jesus— Jesus died on the cross FOR YOU and FOR ME 
for the forgiveness of our sins! 

• 3. God promised us the Holy Spirit! 

• 4. God loves us, forgives us and promises us eternal life! 

• 5. God has done lots of stuff FOR US! 
 

BLESSINGS FLOW… 
The SWAG KIDS have been learning to sing the Doxology! 
“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise God 
above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen!”   
 
Zion SWAG (Saved With Amazing Grace) Kids Club  
Zion 6th/7th Confirmation Class 
Zion Lutheran Church, Kulm  



And the Wonders of His Love 

December 22    
 
“Joy to the World” (v4) 

 

“He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love.” 
 

“No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came 
from God.” John 16:27 
 
 

The wonder of God’s love never ends.  Once again, we await the beginning.  The Father 

Himself loves us because we have loved his Son and that we believe Jesus comes from God.  

In Job 37 we are told to stop and consider God’s wonders.  “How good it is to be given this 

promise again that the Son of God is born to bring great joy to all people” (Luke 22:10). 

The Psalmist tells us that many are calling on God for answers to show us the wonders 

of His Great Love.  We pause, we ponder – then it dawns on us like a crystal-lit tree that His 

love overshadows the darkest night, the deepest sadness, and the loneliest hour.  We receive a 

warm smile, a gentle look, some kind words – all gestures of love.  Advent becomes real as we 

await the Wonderful Counselor. 

 

Let us pray that we share what we have with others, that they too will be blessed with 

the Joyous Wonders of God’s Love. 

John 16:27, Psalm 17:7, Job 37:14, Isaiah 9:6 

 
Judy Scherbenske 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
  



And the Wonders of His Love 

December 23    
 
“Peace Came to Earth” (vs1) 

 

“Peace came to earth at last that chosen night 
When angels clove the sky with song and light 
And God embodied love and sheathed his might 
Who could but gasp: Immanuel! 
Who could but sing: Immanuel!” 
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 
 
 
One of my favorite verses in fact, it is written on my wall in my house. I had people say what 

does this verse have to do with Christmas. After thinking about it came to me. Christmas is time 

of giving. In this verse God gives us two presents. A Savior and eternal life, what better 

Christmas gifts could we ask for.  So, tomorrow night when gifts are passed out remember you 

have two from our heavenly father. Jesus Christ and eternal life, we need nothing else. Have a 

blessed Christmas!  

 

 

Joel Zinker 
Synod Authorized Minister 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Gackle 
 
  



And the Wonders of His Love 

December 24    
 

“Good Christian Friends Rejoice” (vs2) 

 

“Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!” 
 

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 1 John 4:9-10 
 

As Christians, we must rejoice. We must celebrate with all that we have. We must 

spread the message of what God has done for us. We have been given a great gift. Our past, 

present, and future sins are forgiven. Just as Christ was born with a purpose, we are as well. 

We are not born just to die. What will we do with our time in this world? Use your talents to do 

good and help each other.  

 

How important are we? God shows us how important we are by sending his Son into the 

world. Jesus Christ was not only born to die for our sins, but also to teach us how to live. He 

lived among us on this earth. One of my favorite descriptions of Jesus is that he was a servant 

leader. He showed the importance of serving others and leading by example. He showed 

compassion and met people where they were. He knew suffering, pain, love, and joy, and 

through his death restored a broken relationship between God and humanity.  

 

Bryan Behm 
English Lutheran Church, Medina 
 
  



And the Wonders of His Love 

December 25    
 
“Love Has Come” (v3) 

 

“Love has come, He never will leave us!  
Love is life everlasting and free.  
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 
Love! Love! Praise to You, God on high!” 
 

“For unto you is born this day in the City of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11 
 

On a starry cold winter night in Bethlehem, the cries of a newborn baby pierced the 
darkness. This newborn baby came into the world as Emmanuel “God with us.” 
 

In fact, in our broken world today, I cannot help but be reminded of this precious one 
“Emmanuel” born in a dirty dark stable in Bethlehem. We are in need of this holy one not just 
today, but every day. This holy one who came into the world as love sent down from heaven. 
This holy one who comes to bring about peace and justice in a world desperately crying out for 
peace and justice.  
 

Jesus promises to never leave us or forsake us. Jesus is the one who brings life 
everlasting. Jesus is the one who, in the words of our hymn, comes as the peace that our hearts 
are seeking. This peace that so many of us are longing to see and feel in this dark broken world.  
 

Wrapped like a Christmas gift, in swaddling clothes, Jesus is the gift of Christmas; the 
promise foretold to us in the words of Luke 2: “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Thanks be to God for this precious gift of Christmas sent to the 
world for all of us!  
 
Deacon Tara Longden  
Christians in Action Ministries 
 
  



And the Wonders of His Love 

December 26    
 
“Oh Lord, How Shall I meet You” (v3) 

 

“Love caused Your incarnation; love brought You down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty. 
O, love beyond all telling, that led You to embrace 
in love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race.” 
 

“How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in the shadow of your wings.” 
Psalms 36:7 
 

As I sit here trying to express my thoughts, I start remembering the lessons and sermon 

on All Saints Sunday.  

Saul had so persecuted Christians that when the Lord met him on the road and he was 

converted, the Jews hated him for his work for Christ. Yet here Paul is talking to the people of 

Ephesus, probably many Jews, about how blessed we are and that God has destined all to be 

his children and we are marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit.  

I was privileged to stand with a group of Christians in one of the spots in Ephesus where 

Paul preached some of this message of joy and salvation. Yet just a couple of blocks away was 

the large amphitheater where Paul’s followers wouldn’t let him preach because it was too 

dangerous. His life had become a life of tremendous faith that carried him through the difficulties 

that were so much a part of his life. The message of Christ was the fullness of his life. 

What am I waiting for this season? I am waiting to celebrate the birth of this child who is 

such a special gift to the world. To reinforce my faith in the knowledge that, as we learn from 

Paul, Christ is our strength and support when life is flowing as we want it to, and when we are 

living in chaos. 

 

Dianne Billey 
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Ellendale 
 

  



And the Wonders of His Love 

December 27    
 
“He Came Down” (v1) 

 

“He came down that we may have love;  
He came down that we may have love; 
He came down that we may have love, 
Hallelujah forevermore.” 
 

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 
 

He came down that we may have love forevermore... It strikes me that there are many 
people who claim to believe in Jesus, yet do not believe that this is true. Somehow, these lost 
souls have been convinced that God came down in anger to judge and condemn creation. They 
hear and exalt John 3:16, but ignore the verse that follows: 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world 
might be saved through him." (John 3:16-17) 
 
God came to us in a spirit of love and showed that love for creation in his earthly life and 

ministry, and ultimately in his death and resurrection. That love and our faith are great gifts from 
God that we accept in our Baptism, and in gratitude are compelled to share with the world 
around us. We love because he first loved us. 
 
 
Lover of our souls, 
Stir in our hearts this season and make them soft and warm like fresh Christmas cookies, so 
that we see you in all the world around us and love others as you love us. Amen. 
 
Rev. Stephanie Gossett 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
  



And the Wonders of His Love 

December 28    
 
“Jesus Loves Me, This I Know” (v1) 

 

“Jesus loves me, this I know for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.” 
 

“So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”   
1 Corinthians 13:13 

 
As we celebrate the birth of baby Jesus and profess our love for him, this song reminds 

us that Jesus loves us – that he was born to save us because he loves us!  For those of us who 

grew up in the Christian faith, this song has a special place in our hearts.  We remember singing 

it at the top of our lungs in Sunday School and the children’s church choir.  We smiled with a 

happy heart when our children learned to sing this favorite song with such a welcomed message 

– “yes, Jesus loves me!”  If we remember nothing else, let us remember that we have the 

unearned gift of Jesus’s love, and as it says in 1 Corinthians, love is the greatest gift of all! 

 

Dear Lord, 

Thank you for your gift of eternal love.  Let all children hear this message and know that, “Yes, 

Jesus loves me!  Amen 

 

Tena Lawrence 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

  



Rejoice! 

December 29    
 
“O come, O Come, Emmanuel” (v2) 

 

“O come, O Wisdom from on high, who ordered all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show and teach us in its ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel.” 
 

“But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, 
and her people to be a gladness.” Isaiah 65:18 
 

Be glad and rejoice in whatever God has created. This verse is meant to encourage 
everlasting joy in God's new creation Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem will be a source of delight and with no more sorrow. This is a call to all people 
to find hope in God's promise of future joy, peace and renewal. Rejoicing is not only about 
material changes but most importantly about spiritual transformation and right relationship with 
God (our father). REJOICE!!!  REJOICE!!! Children of God.  There are wonderful promises 
awaiting you. 

 

Sheila Harr 
Atonement Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
  



Rejoice! 

December 30    

 

“Good Christian Friends Rejoice” (v1) 

 

“Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ was born today. 
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!” 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.” Philippians 4:4 
 
 

Depending on circumstances, it can be difficult to rejoice…to feel or show great 
happiness or delight…all the time. And yet, that’s exactly what Paul is telling us to do in this 
verse from Philippians. I think we need to keep in mind that Paul is writing this letter from prison, 
so it’s not like his circumstances are great! But notice that Paul does not say to rejoice in 
circumstances… Paul says to rejoice in the Lord! 
 

We can always rejoice in the Lord, regardless of our circumstances, because we know 
that we have eternal life and forgiveness through Christ…because God provides us his strength 
in our weakness…because God loves us unconditionally forever…because we are never alone 
in our struggles; God is our defender and fights on our behalf…because God is faithful, and his 
promises are true, giving us a true source of joy. And, so, good Christian friends, as this 2025 
Christmas Season nears an end, regardless of our circumstances, let’s remember to rejoice in 
the Lord always, with heart and soul and voice! 
 

Good and gracious God, thank you for being present with us, for guiding us, for loving 
us, and for the joy we have in you. We can rejoice with heart and soul and voice because Christ 
is born today! Amen. 
 
Mary Jo Kinzler 
Synod Authorized Minister 
Zion Lutheran Church, Kulm 
  



Rejoice! 

December 31    

 
“Angels We Have Heard on High” (v2) 

 

“Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song?  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!” 
 

“Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!”   
Psalm 32:11 
 

As I spent time reflecting on this verse — one I have sung every Christmas — it became 
more than just a familiar melody. I began to see something truly beautiful in the words. The 
verse is really asking: Why are you so joyful? What is this good news that fills you with such 
song? 

That question made me think about moments of joy in my own life. When I got engaged, 
I was overflowing with excitement! I couldn’t wait to share the good news with everyone. That 
feeling reminded me of the shepherds, who ran to tell others after hearing the angels’ message. 
When we experience something wonderful, our first instinct is to share it. And that kind of joy, 
the kind that overflows, can point us back to God, the giver of every good gift. 

I also think of my grandpa. Every Christmas morning, before any presents were opened, 
he would read the story of Jesus’ birth. As a kid, I was impatient and ready for the gifts, but 
looking back, I realize he was showing us what the real joy of Christmas is about, hearing and 
remembering the good news that Jesus has come. 

When I put those moments together, I realize that joy, whether it comes from a big life 
event or a quiet family tradition, can always lead us back to God. Like the shepherds, I want the 
joy in my life to reflect his goodness. And I wonder: what good news in your life could you share 
that points others back to God’s love? How can the joy you’ve received overflow in a way that 
inspires those around you, just as the shepherds’ excitement inspired everyone who heard their 
story? 

And perhaps most importantly, how can we take the time to reflect on these moments, 
the ones we are eager to share, and let them continually remind us of God’s love, his 
faithfulness, and the joy he brings into our lives? Just as the shepherds treasured and acted on 
the good news they received, we too can remember, celebrate, and share the moments that 
point us back to him. 
 
Molly Fritz  
Trinity Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
 
  



Rejoice! 
January 1    
 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” (v3) 

 

“Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King" 
 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king 
is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.” Zechariah 9:9 
 
 

In 1997, the book Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff, written by Richard Carlson, was 
published. With its message to focus on what truly matters in life the book quickly became a 
bestseller and sold over 25 million copies. In our scripture reading for today, the prophet 
Zechariah is basically saying the same thing…don’t sweat the small stuff! 

 
The setting for this bible passage is Jerusalem about 520 BC.  The Jews had been in 

exile for 70 years and were now returning to their homeland where they would be allowed to 
rebuild their Temple.  You would certainly think this would be a time of joyous celebration for 
them, but that was not the case.  They were faced with many obstacles. The Samaritans and 
other local groups deliberately hindered their work causing delays. The Jews had limited 
resources and it was difficult to find funds for building materials. Even the Jews themselves 
could not agree on how to restore the Temple to its former glory. 

 
It was the prophet Zechariah who spoke up and reminded them of God’s promise to 

send a Savior.  He told them to rejoice greatly and shout loudly. He wanted them to look past 
the hardships and celebrate the fact that God promised to send a Savior who would bring 
peace, hope and salvation. 

 
Zechariah’s words are still very relevant today in the year 2026. We must look past our 

everyday struggles and focus instead on our Savior, Jesus Christ.  He is our faithful companion, 
He listens to our prayers and he will take us to heaven to live with him.   Now that’s something 
to truly rejoice and shout about! 

 
We Pray.  Lord, thank you for coming as our humble and victorious King. Help us to 

remember “not to sweat the small stuff” but rather rejoice in your presence and promises.  Let 
us sing with the angels, “Glory to the newborn King” and may your abundant love overflow 
through us to others.  Amen 
 
Peg Kleingartner 
Emmanuel Lutheran, Gackle  



Rejoice! 

January 2 
 
“O Holy Night “ (v1) 

 

“O holy night! the stars are brightly shining; 
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope- the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 
O night, O holy night, O night divine!” 
 

“When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.” Matthew 2:10 
 

Christmas my favorite time of the year.  This song and its high notes bring me a feeling 

of awe, hope, and joy.  Our Savior was born.  He was needed and appeared for everyone of us 

on this wonderful night.  What a wonder to be there, see the star, hear the voices of the angels 

and know that we will be saved. 

Jesus showed us what to do.  He has given us a way to do what needs to be done by 

being the greatest example.  He was born into a troubled world and look how he saved us.  Let 

us be glad sing and pray for our world. 

 
Charlotte Freeberg 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
  



Rejoice! 

January 3 
 
“O Come All Ye Faithful” (v3) 

 

“Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!  
O come, let us adore Him; O come, let us adore Him; 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!” 
 

“Sing for joy in the Lord, O you righteous ones; 
Praise is becoming to the upright.” Psalm 33:1 

 
Music is something I have always enjoyed and Christmas music touches something 

deep within my soul.  There are few things I enjoy more than gathering around the piano with 

family and friends to sing those favorite carols especially when we sing harmonies together.  I 

think that’s what is so special about being in church during this season of Christmas and singing 

with all those gathered.  It’s glorious hearing our voices raised as together we sing God’s praise 

for the wondrous gift we have been given.  Those joyful melodies sound heavenly!  I often 

imagine that’s what heaven must be like with the choir of saints gathered around the throne of 

God singing praise for all God has done.  I hope you will find time in the busyness of Christmas 

to just sit, listen, and sing along to the carols celebrating the birth of God’s greatest gift to us… 

the gift of the Christ child, the gift of his Son, Jesus.  This is certainly something in which we 

rejoice!  God is indeed worthy of our praise! 

 

Shar Gumke 
Synod Authorized Minister 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Gackle 
 
  



Rejoice! 

January 4 
 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain” (v2) 

 

“The shepherds feared and trembled When lo above the Earth  
Rang out the angel's chorus That hailed our Savior's birth 
Oh-oh-oh Go, tell it on the mountain  
Over the hills and everywhere (oh-oh-oh) 
Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born (oh, He's born)” 
 

“But let the righteous be glad; let them exult before God; 
Yes, let them rejoice with gladness.” Psalm 68:3 

 
We can use millions of words to describe our God: loving, caring, healing, amazing, 

rewarding – the list goes on. But there is one word that I think describes him the most, which is 

“understanding.” Not everyone knows God. I’m sure you can think of at least one, maybe 

several people in your life who don’t know of the goodness of God. Does God love these people 

less than anyone else? No! He knows that life is hard and imperfect – He made it that way! His 

love is unwavering, no matter the person or the actions. God believes that all of us are 

righteous, but many don’t feel like it. You could feel like you have no one to turn to during 

struggle. You may feel like a failure, like you’re not worthy, or that you’re unwanted. Know that 

God is here right now and is telling you that you are here for a reason. 

This is the reason I rejoice! This is the reason all of us should rejoice! The Lord created 

you to be just where you are right now, and you are always worthy of his mercy and love. He 

has forever offered this to you and to everyone that has ever lived, and it will never end. Even if 

you don’t feel this presence in you sometimes, it is always there, and we can all find comfort in 

knowing that. This gift is too great to keep to ourselves. Go, tell this news to everyone around 

you: God sent Jesus for YOU, Jesus died for YOU, the Holy Spirit is in YOU, and YOU are 

loved tremendously. Love and be loved. 

 

Kennedy Behm 
English Lutheran Church, Medina 
  



Rejoice! 

January 5 
 
“What Child is This” (v3) 

“So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
Come, peasant, king to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him 
This, this is Christ, the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary!” 
 

“Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.” 1 Chronicles 16:10 
 

Happy Epiphany! The day we remember the coming of the wise men with their gifts for 
the Christ Child, 

In honor of the wise men, most of us receive gifts at Christmas, but one of the wonderful 
surprises is the joy we get from giving gifts. We spend time picking the right things for loved 
ones. We find gifts for the angel tree and try to make sure that others get things that are special. 
We put change in the kettles around town when we hear the bell ring and we share Merry 
Christmas. And now, as we honor the coming of the wise men, we can think about these gifts. 
Giving gifts is part of our rejoicing and celebrating the greatest gift we receive, the birth of the 
Christ Child who come to give us the gift of eternal life. 

The wrapping paper has been thrown away. The boxes have been played with by little 
ones, who often receive more fun with the box than the toy inside. The decorations are starting 
to come down and getting the house back to normal is now the goal. But, amongst all this, the 
greatest gifts that we have given are the ones of the heart. The gifts that honor Jesus and his 
word to us, “Love one another as I have loved you.” John 13:34. 

As Jesus gifts us love, we rejoice that we are given the opportunity to love one another. 
While it is a commandment, it is also part of our worship. We see it in offering and singing the 
offertory hymn. We rejoice with the love we share with friends and family. We rejoice in the gifts 
we give to our neighbors, those we know and those we have never met. Thankfully, it is part of 
our rejoicing, not just this time of year, but it is in our rejoicing throughout all the year. We “bring 
incense, gold, and myrrh” in all sorts of ways knowing that in our sharing, we are rejoicing in the 
salvation that King of Kings brings to us. . 
 
Rev. Lucinda Lein 
Atonement Lutheran Church, Jamestown 
  



Rejoice! 
January 6 
 
“All My heart Again Rejoices” (s1) 

 

“All my heart this night rejoices 
as I hear far and near sweetest angel voices. 
"Christ is born," their choirs are singing 
till the air ev'ry where now with joy is ringing.” 
 

“And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.” Luke 1:14 
 

 

Rejoice you say rejoice, this is the time to take down the colorful and shiny Christmas 
decorations or maybe some of you already have done this job, how depressing! The New Year 
is just days away and many of us are trying to make resolutions in which we don’t feel any joy in 
doing either. All the hustle and bustle that put us in a “good tiding” mood has gone downhill and 
it is hard to find joy in the coming days. You aren’t alone….many of us find it hard to face the 
thoughts of winter as January arrives. Where are the concerts, programs and shopping, and that 
kept us so busy just weeks ago! 

 
Maybe we need to look back and find the events that gave us joy before the holidays 

took over our lives. Remember your pride in watching your children or grandchildren in their 
program reciting their pieces and songs. Remember the smile on your elderly neighbor when 
you surprised them with a plate of cookies, or shoveled their sidewalk. Remember the good 
feeling you had when you put away the combine or baler knowing the field work is done for the 
season. Or the relief and joy you felt when you turned in your last paper or assignment for the 
semester. Sometimes we need to be reminded of the small things in life that have brought us 
joy. 

God sent his son to save us from our sins which is a really big event to be joyful about, 
but God wants us to joyful in the little things that he has been a part of in our lives. Look ahead 
in your life to see what new joys he has in store for you. His faithfulness will not let you down 
and look to him to find something to rejoice about! 
 
 
Joyce Spitzer 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Gackle 


